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1 . SUMMARY. THE HUMBOLDT BAY NUCLEAR POWER PLANT LOCATED 
AT EUREKA, CALIFORNIA, IS A BWR WITH A NET 63 MWE CAPACITY 
THAT WAS LICENSED FOR OPERATION IN AUGUST 1962. THE PLANT 
WAS SHUT DOWN IN JULY 1976 FOR REFUELING, REPAIRS, SEISMIC 
DESIGN MODIFICATIONS AND FOR COLLECTION AND REVIEW OE 
ADDITIONAL SEISMIC AND GEOLOGIC DATA. NRC HAS INFORMED THE 
LICENSEE THAT NRC PLANS TO RECOMMEND THAT THE LICENSEE'S 
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APPLICATION FOR PERMISSION TO RESUME OPERATION BE DENIED. 
END SUMMARY. 

2. THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION WAS RELEASED IN AN NRC NEWS 
RELEASE ON AUGUST 5: 

3. QUOTE THE STATE'S POSITION IS BASED ON A YEAR-LONG 
REVIEW OF INFORMATION ON GEOLOGIC AND SEISMIC CONSIDERA- 
TIONS AS THEY RELATE TO THE DESIGN OF THE HUMBOLDT FACI- 
LITY; THE STAEF ALSO REVIEWED, IN DETAIL, THE COMPANY'S 
APPLICATION FOR AN AMENDMENT TO ITS OPERATING LICENSE WHICH 
WOULD PERMIT RESUMPTION OF OPERATION. 

A GROUP OF CITIZENS LIVING IN THE AREA OF THE HUMBOLDT BAY 
FACILITY HAS REQUESTED THAT THE NRC HOLD A PUBLIC HEARING 
ON THE COMPANY'S APPLICATION AND AN ATOMIC SAFETY AND 
LICENSING BOARD HAS BEEN APPOINTED TO CONSIDER THE REQUEST 
AS WELL AS REPLIES TO BE PROVIDED BY THE NRC STAEF AND THE 
COMPANY. IF A HEARING IS HELD, THE STAFF WILL OPPOSE THE 
APPLICATION; IF THERE IS NO HEARING,THE APPLICATION WILL 
BE DENIED BY THE STAFE. 

THE STAFE WAS AIDED IN ITS REVIEW OE GEOLOGIC AND SEISMIC 
INFORMATION BY ITS EXPERT CONSULTANTS, THE U.S. GEOLOGICAL 
SURVEY, AND DISCUSSED THE AVAILABLE INEORMATION WITH THE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA'S DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION AND 
DIVISION OE MINES AND GEOLOGY. EXTENSIVE TECHNICAL DISCUS- 
SIONS ALSO WERE HELD WITH MEMBERS OE THE PACIEIC GAS AND 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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ELECTRIC STAEF AND THE COMPANY'S CONSULTANTS. 

AS A RESULT, THE NRC STAFF CONCLUDED THAT THE EACILITY 
SHOULD BE DESIGNED TO WITHSTAND THE EFEECTS OF SURFACE 
FAULTING WHICH MIGHT RESULT FROM AN EARTHQUAKE IN THE 
VICINITY OE THE SITE AND THAT IT MIGHT REQUIRE SUBSTANTIAL 
UPGRADING TO WITHSTAND THE EFFECTS OF EARTHQUAKE-INDUCED 
GROUND MOTION. THESE POTENTIAL EFFECTS HAVE NOT BEEN 
TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT IN THE PRESENT DESIGN OE HUMBOLDT BAY. 
UNQUOTE 

4. PLEASE PASS THIS INFORMATION TO THE TECHNICAL NOTIFICA- 
TION ADDRESSEES LISTED IN REE AIRGRAM. THIS INFORMATION 
MAY BE HELPFUL TO EMBASSY AND REF AIRGRAM ADDRESSEES IN 
RESPONDING TO QUESTIONS RAISED IE THIS SUBJECT APPEARS IN 
THE LOCAL PRESS. VANCE 
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E.O. 1 1652: N/A 

TAGS: TECH 

SUBJECT:NRC STAFF RECOMMENDATION RELATED TO HUMBOLDT 
BAY N.P.P. 
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REF. STATE A-633 

1 . SUMMARY. THE HUMBOLDT BAY NUCLEAR POWER PLANT LOCATED 
AT EUREKA, CALIEORNIA, IS A BWR WITH A NET 63 MWE CAPACITY 
THAT WAS LICENSED EOR OPERATION IN AUGUST 1962. THE PLANT 
WAS SHUT DOWN IN JULY 1976 EOR REEUELING, REPAIRS, SEISMIC 
DESIGN MODIEICATIONS AND EOR COLLECTION AND REVIEW OF 
ADDITIONAL SEISMIC AND GEOLOGIC DATA. NRC HAS INEORMED THE 
LICENSEE THAT NRC PLANS TO RECOMMEND THAT THE LICENSEE'S 
APPLICATION EOR PERMISSION TO RESUME OPERATION BE DENIED. 

END SUMMARY. 

2. THE EOLLOWING INEORMATION WAS RELEASED IN AN NRC NEWS 
RELEASE ON AUGUST 5: 

3. QUOTE THE STALE'S POSITION IS BASED ON A YEAR-LONG 
REVIEW OE INEORMATION ON GEOLOGIC AND SEISMIC CONSIDERA- 
TIONS AS THEY RELATE TO THE DESIGN OE THE HUMBOLDT EACI- 
LITY; THE STAFE ALSO REVIEWED, IN DETAIL, THE COMPANY'S 
APPLICATION EOR AN AMENDMENT TO ITS OPERATING LICENSE WHICH 
WOULD PERMIT RESUMPTION OP OPERATION. 

A GROUP OP CITIZENS LIVING IN THE AREA OP THE HUMBOLDT BAY 
PACILITY HAS REQUESTED THAT THE NRC HOLD A PUBLIC HEARING 
ON THE COMPANY'S APPLICATION AND AN ATOMIC SAPETY AND 
LICENSING BOARD HAS BEEN APPOINTED TO CONSIDER THE REQUEST 
AS WELL AS REPLIES TO BE PROVIDED BY THE NRC STAFE AND THE 
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COMPANY. IP A HEARING IS HELD, THE STALE WILL OPPOSE THE 
APPLICATION; IP THERE IS NO HEARING,THE APPLICATION WILL 
BE DENIED BY THE STAPF. 

THE STAPF WAS AIDED IN ITS REVIEW OF GEOLOGIC AND SEISMIC 
INEORMATION BY ITS EXPERT CONSULTANTS, THE U.S. GEOLOGICAL 
SURVEY, AND DISCUSSED THE AVAILABLE INFORMATION WITH THE 
STATE OP CALIFORNIA'S DEPARTMENT OP CONSERVATION AND 
DIVISION OF MINES AND GEOLOGY. EXTENSIVE TECHNICAL DISCUS- 
SIONS ALSO WERE HELD WITH MEMBERS OF THE PACIFIC GAS AND 
ELECTRIC STAFE AND THE COMPANY'S CONSULTANTS. 

AS A RESULT, THE NRC STALE CONCLUDED THAT THE FACILITY 
SHOULD BE DESIGNED TO WITHSTAND THE EPFECTS OP SURPACE 
PAULTING WHICH MIGHT RESULT PROM AN EARTHQUAKE IN THE 
VICINITY OF THE SITE AND THAT IT MIGHT REQUIRE SUBSTANTIAL 
UPGRADING TO WITHSTAND THE EPPECTS OP EARTHQUAKE-INDUCED 
GROUND MOTION. THESE POTENTIAL EPPECTS HAVE NOT BEEN 
TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT IN THE PRESENT DESIGN OF HUMBOLDT BAY. 
UNQUOTE 

4. PLEASE PASS THIS INFORMATION TO THE TECHNICAL NOTIPICA- 
TION ADDRESSEES LISTED IN REF AIRGRAM. THIS INFORMATION 
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MAY BE HELPFUL TO EMBASSY AND REF AIRGRAM ADDRESSEES IN 
RESPONDING TO QUESTIONS RAISED IF THIS SUBJECT APPEARS IN 
THE LOCAL PRESS. VAPCE 
UNQUOTE VANCE 


UNCLASSIFIED 
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